
357

Federal Communications Commission § 26.105

145 Great Fallas, MT
146 Missoula, MT
147 Spokane, WA
148 Idaho Falls, ID
149 Twin Falls, ID
150 Boise City, ID
151 Reno, NV
152 Salt Lake City-Ogden, UT
153 Las Vegas, NV–AZ
154 Flagstaff, AZ
155 Farmington, NM
156 Albuquerque, NM
157 El Paso, TX
158 Phoenix-Mesa, AZ
159 Tucson, AZ
160 Los Angeles-Riverside-Orange

County, CA
161 San Diego, CA
162 Fresno, CA
163 San Francisco-Oakland-San Jose,

CA
164 Sacramento-Yolo, CA
165 Redding, CA
166 Eugene-Springfield, OR
167 Portland-Salem, OR–WA
168 Pendleton, OR
169 Richland-Kennewick-Pasco, WA
170 Seattle-Tacoma-Bremerton, WA
171 Anchorage, AK
172 Honolulu, HI

(b) Other eligible areas not included
in the Bureau of Economic Analysis’s
list of EAs include: Guam and the
Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico
and United States Virgin Islands, and
American Samoa.

§ 26.103 Frequencies.
The following frequencies are avail-

able for GWCS in the Economic Areas
and other areas described in § 26.102 as
shown below.

Channel Block and Frequency Band

Block A: 4660–4665 MHz
Block B: 4665–4670 MHz
Block C: 4670–4675 MHz
Block D: 4675–4680 MHz
Block E: 4680–4685 MHz

§ 26.104 Construction requirements.
(a) GWCS licensees shall within five

years of initial license grant date offer
service to one-third of the population
in the area in which they are licensed.
Licensees shall serve two-thirds of the
population in the area in which they
are licensed within ten years of initial
license grant date.

(b) In demonstrating compliance with
the above construction requirements,
licensees must base their calculations
on signal field strengths that ensure
reliable service for the technology uti-
lized. Licensees may use any service
radius contour formula developed or
generally used by industry, provided
that such formula is based on the tech-
nical characteristics of their system.

(c) Upon meeting the five and ten
year benchmarks in paragraph (a) of
this section, licensees shall file a map
and other supporting documentation
that demonstrates compliance with the
geographic area or population coverage
requirement. Licensees shall file a
statement indicating commencement
of service. The filing must be received
at the Commission on or before expira-
tion of the relevant period.

(d) If the sale of a license is approved,
the new licensee is held to the original
build-out requirement.

(e) The licensee must notify the FCC
electronically by using FCC Form 601
via the ULS, no later than by the end
of the five-and ten-year periods, respec-
tively, that it has met the applicable
service requirements. If the licensee
fails to respond within the allotted
time, then the authorization will auto-
matically terminate.

NOTE TO § 26.104: Population-based con-
struction requirements contained in this sec-
tion shall be based on the 1990 census.

[60 FR 40719, Aug. 9, 1995, as amended at 63
FR 68953, Dec. 14, 1998]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 60 FR 40719, Aug.
9, 1995, § 26.104 was added. This section con-
tains information collection and record-
keeping requirements and will not become
effective until approval has been given by
the Office of Management and Budget.

§ 26.105 Notification to the Arecibo Ob-
servatory.

(a) The requirements in this section
are intended to minimize possible in-
terference at the Arecibo Observatory
in Puerto Rico. Licensees must make
reasonable efforts to protect the Ob-
servatory from interference. Licensees
planning to construct and operate a
new station at a permanent fixed loca-
tion on the islands of Puerto Rico,
Desecheo, Mona, Vieques or Culebra in
services in which individual station li-
censes are issued by the FCC; planning
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to construct and operate a new station
at a permanent fixed location on these
islands that may cause interference to
the operations of the Arecibo Observ-
atory in services in which individual
station licenses are not issued by the
FCC; or planning a modification of any
existing station at a permanent fixed
location on these islands that would in-
crease the likelihood of causing inter-
ference to the operations of the Are-
cibo Observatory must notify the In-
terference Office, Arecibo Observatory,
Post Office Box 995, Arecibo, Puerto
Rico 00613, in writing or electronically
(e-mail address: prcz@naic.edu), of the
technical parameters of the planned
operation. Carriers may wish to use the
interference guidelines provided by
Cornell University as guidance in de-
signing facilities to avoid interference
to the Observatory. The notification
must include identification of the geo-
graphical coordinates of the antenna
location (NAD–83 datum), the antenna
height, antenna directivity (if any),
proposed channel and FCC rule part,
type of emission, and effective iso-
tropic radiated power.

(b) In services in which individual
station licenses are issued by the FCC,
the notification required in paragraph
(a) of this section should be sent at the
same time the application is filed with
the FCC, and at least 20 days in ad-
vance of the applicant’s planned oper-
ation. The application must state the
date that notification in accordance
with paragraph (a) was made. In serv-
ices in which individual station li-
censes are not issued by the FCC, the
notification required in paragraph (a)
of this section should be sent at least
45 days in advance of the applicant’s
planned operation. In the latter serv-
ices, the Interference Office must in-
form the FCC of a notification by an
applicant within 20 days if the Office
plans to file comments or objections to
the notification. After the FCC re-
ceives an application from a service ap-
plicant or is informed by the Inter-
ference Office of a notification from a
service applicant, the FCC will allow
the Interference Office a period of 20
days for comments or objections in re-
sponse to the application or notifica-
tion.

(c) If an objection to any planned
service operation is received during the
20-day period from the Interference Of-
fice, the FCC will take whatever action
is deemed appropriate.

[63 FR 41203, Aug. 3, 1998]

Subpart E—Competitive Bidding
Procedures for GWCS

§ 26.201 GWCS subject to competitive
bidding.

Mutually exclusive initial applica-
tions to provide GWCS service are sub-
ject to competitive bidding procedures.
The general competitive bidding proce-
dures found in 47 CFR part 1, subpart
Q, will apply unless otherwise provided
in this part.

§ 26.202 Competitive bidding design
for GWCS licensing.

(a) The Commission will employ the
following competitive bidding designs
when choosing from among mutually
exclusive initial applications to pro-
vide GWCS service:

(1) Simultaneous multiple round ac-
tions

(2) Sequential oral auctions
(b) The Commission may design and

test alternative procedures. The Com-
mission will announce by Public Notice
before each auction the competitive
bidding design to be employed in a par-
ticular auction.

(c) The Commission may use single
combined auctions, which combine bid-
ding for two or more substitutable li-
censes and award licenses to the high-
est bidders until the available licenses
are exhausted. This technique may be
used in conjunction with any type of
auction.

§ 26.203 Competitive bidding mecha-
nisms.

See § 1.2104 of this chapter.

[63 FR 56578, Oct. 22, 1998]

§ 26.204 [Reserved]

§ 26.205 Bidding application (FCC
form 175 and 175–S short-form).

See § 1.2105 of this chapter.

[63 FR 56578, Oct. 22, 1998]
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